
KLANG RIVER FACTS
• Originates from Ulu Gombak Forest Reserve.
• 4th biggest river basin in Selangor.
• About 120km length and connect by 13 major tributaries. 

The total catchment area = 1,288 km2.
• Encompassing of Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor

(Shah Alam, Petaling Jaya, Klang, Subang Jaya and Ampang Jaya).
• It is also an important water intake for water supply to these territories.
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RIVER & ITS BASIN
A river is a natural waterway on the Earth's surface, which channels 
freshwater from the mountains to the sea. A river basin is the entire area 
drained by a river including its tributaries and drains. 

That means, all water in the river basin area drains into the river and its 
tributaries. Therefore, the flow of water sets the boundaries of a river basin. 
They are also synonymously known as “catchments” or “watersheds”.
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The River of Life project is to generate evidential improvement in 
attitudes and behaviours of target groups within the Project Area 
towards river care and preservation in order to improve water quality 
and reduce pollution.

MICRO-HABITATS
Rif�es and pools are essential in any river ecosystem. 

Rif�es are areas of fast �owing water where rocks and 
pebbles cause the water to �ow above, around and under 
them, and in the process oxygenates the water. This also 
produces sound which becomes the voice of the stream 
and cleans substrates which are then colonized by 
bacteria and macro-invertebrates. 

The presence of rif�es cause pools to be formed and 
these are areas of slow �ow. Living organisms in rivers are 
dependent on these different areas for their own needs, 
and without different velocity gradients, the diversity of 
organisms will be greatly reduced.

INITIATED BY IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

LIVING ENTITIES
There are living things that depend on the river for survival, 
both in the water and on the land the river supports. The 
narrow area along a river is called the riparian corridor. This 
area supports a variety of plants and trees that contribute 
nutrients, shade, soil stability, habitat, and organic materials 
for small organisms to stay and breed. Rivers contain living 
things inside, such as aquatic plants, �sh, crustaceans, and 
mollusks, and also supports insects and mammals which 
utilize the river for many purposes. 

As such, rivers provide a great variety of habitats and 
services for all living things and it is important to maintain 
both physical and biological diversity in and around rivers.

MEANDERS: 
NATURAL FLOOD MITIGATORS

Meanders are important features of a river and are 
products of obstructions in the land, such as trees, 
boulders or �rm land, which causes the river to bend 
and �nd another path. 

The river begins to hit against the banks until it erodes 
and forms a curve. Meanders help to control the �ow of 
water in the river. When it rains and the water level rises, 
meanders help to reduce the velocity of water and 
therefore reduce the risk of �ood. It provides enough 
retention time for water cleansing or puri�cation. 


